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STEAM MYLOCOSOUND 17P MAY 1ST 2018 
UNIVERSAL SOUND FOR LARGE SCALE, DC, STEAM LOCOMOTIVES 

OVERVIEW. 
 

Easy installation using screw terminals with no soldering. 
Uses a TV remote control to adjust the volume and sounds to match the prototype loco. 
Provides a chuff sound, which matches the loco speed and load. 
Plain, chime, hooter and Thomas whistles with adjustable tone to suit the loco. 
Full remote control of the whistle, bell, safety valve, guard’s whistle and optional brake pump. 
For track powered DC or battery powered radio controlled railways 
Measures 55mm x 33mm x 11mm. 

CONTENTS. 
 

The soundcard generates synthesised sound which is adjustable to reproduce the sounds of most diesel 
locos and railcars. The terminal connections on the right are necessary for the soundcard to generate diesel 
sounds which vary with the loco speed and load. The terminal connections on the left trigger the various 
sounds where the locomotive controller has the appropriate outputs available. 

Sounds can also be triggered by a Sony infra-red TV remote control which can be purchased locally. Low 
cost, universal, TV remote controls are available from most consumer electronics stores and need to be 
set to Sony coding to work with the soundcard. Although it can be used when running in the garden, the 
remote control is intended mainly for the adjustment and testing of sounds. 

The remote control communicates with the soundcard via two infra-red receivers. One is located on the 
soundcard and the other is on a flying lead which allows it to be fixed to any external surface of the loco. 
Adjustments to the sounds can then be made without taking the loco apart to access the soundcard.  
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SPEAKERS & SOUND QUALITY. 
 

The soundcard requires an 8 ohm loudspeaker which is not included.  A 4 ohm speaker can also be used but 
you may cause the soundcard to overheat and temporarily shut down if the volume is very high 
and the soundcard is in a confined space.  Your choice of speaker is highly important because it 
determines the quality of the sound produced.  A power output of at least one watt is 
recommended. 
The lowest cost option is to fit speaker from your local consumer electronics store.  Typically 
these come in 27mm or 57mm diameters.  Use the largest, which you can fit in your loco.  

For a better quality sound and more volume, the speaker needs to be baffled.  
That means that it needs to be built into the front face of an airtight box so 
that sound is heard only from the front of the speaker and none from the 
back.  The plastic top of a spray paint can is good for making a baffle as shown 

in the diagram. 
A good solution, which ensures high quality sound with lots of deep throbbing 
bass, is to purchase an 8 ohm impedance external speaker unit for iPod and MP3 
music players and remove the two speaker modules, in their enclosures, for use 
in two locos.  These are readily available at consumer electronics stores. 
Speakers can be connected to the terminals either way around. 
It is also possible to boost the volume by using a commercial stereo amplifier. 
Section 11 of these instructions shows how this can be done.  Use of an external 
amplifier is recommended for ride on railways. 

THE REMOTE CONTROL 
 

The soundcard will operate with any Sony™ TV 
remote control using the buttons described in 
this section.  It will also operate with any 
universal remote control when it is set to Sony 
coding.  MyLocoSound can supply a suitable 
remote control, the one illustrated here, or they 
can be purchased from your local consumer 
electronics store, Kmart, Good Guys, etc. for 
less than $20. You will probably find a number 
of codes listed for Sony and will need to try each 
one until you get to the code which operates the 
soundcard volume, mute and function buttons 
correctly.  The code for Audiosonic remote 
controls from Kmart is 0188. 
The MyLocoSound remote control comes with a 
CR2025 or CR2032 battery fitted but isolated.  
From the battery compartment, pull out and 
discard the plastic tab to activate the battery.  It is a universal device which has been pre-programmed to 
Sony™ coding.  Do not hold down the mute button for more than a second since this can cause the remote 
control to lose its coding.  If your remote control stops working then please refer to the Trouble Shooting 
Guide at the end of these instructions, to re-establish the coding. 
Other, locally purchased, universal remote controls will usually have a battery compartment in the back and 
their own instructions for setting Sony coding. 
Note that the buttons on the remote control auto-repeat if held down.  If you want a single event to occur, 
like turning on the safety valve, then press the safety valve and release it immediately.  If you want to make 
a large change in volume or tone then you can hold the button down to avoid the need to press the button 
repeatedly.  

  

http://www.dse.com.au/cgi-bin/dse.storefront/46c1207803fa0c222740c0a87f9c06d7/Product/View/C2222



















